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21 Text: Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:5-45; Luke 2:1-20 Title: The Star of Bethlehem

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His Name is Called Emmanuel

O Come, Let Us Adore Him — Hillsong

The Star of Bethlehem

For further research about the star of Bethlehem, | recommend a book titled: Mazzaroth and the Birth of
a Nation, by Harry Golemon

Matthew 1 (NKJV)

Christ Born of Mary

8 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. ¥ Then Joseph her
husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her
away secretly. *° But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 2L And she will bring forth a Son, and you
shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”

2250 all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
saying: 2 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name
Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”

*Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took
to him his wife, 2> and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called
His name Jesus.

Luke 1 (NKJV)

John’s Birth Announced to Zacharias

>There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the
division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. ® And they
were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blameless. ’ But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well
advanced in years.

850 it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in the order of his division, 9 according to
the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he went into the temple of the
Lord. *° And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of incense. ** Then
an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 2 And
when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.

13But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife

Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. ** And you will have joy and

gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. *> For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall

drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his

mother’s womb. ** And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. *’ He will
1



also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children,” and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the
Lord.”

'8 And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall | know this? For | am an old man, and my wife is well
advanced in years.”

19 And the angel answered and said to him, “l am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and
was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings. 22But behold, you will be mute and not
able to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words which
will be fulfilled in their own time.”

21 And the people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he lingered so long in the temple. %’ But
when he came out, he could not speak to them; and they perceived that he had seen a vision in
the temple, for he beckoned to them and remained speechless.

2250 it was, as soon as the days of his service were completed, that he departed to his own house.
4 Now after those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid herself five months, saying,

2% “Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked on me, to take away my reproach
among people.”

Christ’s Birth Announced to Mary

26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,
%’ to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. 2 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is
with you; blessed are you among women!”

29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting
this was. *°Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus.
32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the
throne of His father David. ** And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom
there will be no end.”

**Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | do not know a man?”

3> And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called
the Son of God. *®* Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and
this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. *” For with God nothing will be
impossible.”

*Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.”
And the angel departed from her.



Mary Visits Elizabeth

3 Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah, P and
entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. L And it happened, when Elizabeth heard
the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit. “2Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb! 2 But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? **For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the
babe leaped in my womb for joy. ** Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of
those things which were told her from the Lord.”

Luke 2 (NKJV)
Christ Born of Mary

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. > So all
went to be registered, everyone to his own city.

4Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, >to be registered
with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. S0 it was, that while they were there, the days
were completed for her to be delivered. ” And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped
Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Glory in the Highest

8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. ° And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. *° Then the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid, for behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. ! For there is
born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. ** And this will be the sign
to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”

3 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying:

% “Glory to God in the highest,

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”

>50 it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the
Lord has made known to us.” *® And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
Babe lying in a manger. *” Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying
which was told them concerning this Child. ** And all those who heard it marveled at those things
which were told them by the shepherds. ¥ But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in
her heart. *° Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they
had heard and seen, as it was told them.



